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The 84th Iowa Assembly will 
begin on Monday January 10, 
2011.  At that time we will also 
have a returning governor to 
Iowa.   
 
Persons who listened to the 
campaign or who have read 
recent news articles will know 
that preschool funding will 
most likely be debated. This 
debate will center on the cost 
of a statewide preschool and if 
it is a right or a privilege for 
children to have access to 
preschool at age four.  
 
Regardless of what your point 
of view is we need to make 
sure that the Legislators and 
our returning governor make 
informed decisions.  It will be 
very important that citizens 
provide specific examples or 

research as to how preschool 
benefits children. Parents 
should share their point of view.  
Early childhood educators 
should share experiences that 
they have seen.  Private 
preschools should share how 
the state wide preschool has 
affected their business. 
Childcare providers should 
share their point of view, too.   
 
One point we all need to keep 
in mind, we can not turn back 
the clock to four years ago 
because things have changed. 
In order to move our early 
childhood system forward we 
must devise a plan that the 
legislators approve of but 
provides a foundation for our 
children.   
 
What does that look like for 
you? 
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Carroll County 
H.O.P.E.S. has received 
official word that they will 
be presented with their 
Iowa Family Support 
Credential on January 10, 
2011at 2:00 PM in the 
Atrium at St Anthony’s.   
Receiving the Iowa 
Family Support 

Credential is an honor 
that few have received in 
the State of Iowa.  It is 
an accumulation of over 
two years of hard work 
and dedication of 
working on policies and 
procedures of the 
program.  It is also a 
mark of quality of the 

staff who works with the 
families.   
 
We hope you are able to 
join the staff of St 
Anthony Carroll County 
Public Health when they 
receive their award on 
January 10th.   
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Carroll, Greene and Guthrie 
DCAT Area and the 
Crawford and Sac DCAT. 
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JobJet is a carpool taken to 
the next level.  Five to fifteen 
commuters ride together to 
and from work in a fully 
equipped passenger van.   
 
JobJet members live in close 
proximity to one another, 
work in the same general 
area and have similar work 
hours.  
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JobJet members meet in a 
central location or set their 
rout and time schedule and 
pay one monthly fare and 
travel to and from work 
together.  
 
Ridesharing offers an 
economical reliable and 
dependable alternative to 
driving alone to work.   

To learn more about JobJet 
go to www.jobjet.org or 
contact Region XII at 712-
792-9914.    
 
Share this information with 
others that may benefit 
from the service.   
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The P4F Board does 
not meet in 

December.  The next 
meeting is January 

21, 2011.  
 

 All meetings are 
open to the public 

and held at the Coon 
Rapids Municipal 

Building. 
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information is reaching 
beyond those area 
hospitals.  Persons 
interested in learning 
more about the Period of 
Purple Crying are 
encouraged to go to 
www.purplecyring.info a 
wealth of information lays 
at your finger tips.   

Locally our home 
visitation programs have 
had training and we hope 
to take the training to 
child care providers in our 
area soon.  But the most 
important people we want 

The Period of Purple 
Crying is a phrase used to 
describe the point in a 
baby’s life when they cry 
more than any other time.   

Information regarding the 
Period of Purple Crying is 
promoted through the 
National Center on 
Shaken Baby Syndrome.  
The state of Iowa has 
received a grant to 
disperse the information to 
hospitals OB wards in 
Central Iowa, but the 
importance of the 

to hear the information is 
parents of infants. We 
would like to encourage 
you if you work with 
parents with infants or if 
you have a relative with 
an infant to please share 
the previous website with 
them. The information 
could be the difference 
between frustration and 
peace for a new family.    

www.purplecrying.info 
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Families Together Available in 2011 
The ISU Extension 2011 Families Together series provides parents and others an 
opportunity to improve both their life and that of their children. In 
February, Holly VanHeel, ISU Extension Nutrition & Health Program Specialist 
will present the first of two Small Steps to Health & Wealth classes.  The second 
Small Steps class will be taught in March by Ruth Freeman, ISUE Family 
Resource Management Specialist. Small changes in health and finance practices 
are easier to maintain than big changes. Studies show that as one area improves, 
the other area improves. Participants will set health and finance goals and identify 
small steps to reach those goals, identify obstacles and how to overcome them 
and monitor progress.  
 
The Building a Strong Foundation in Reading class will be held in April with 
Kim Brantner, ISUE Program Specialist. Reading can be a fun family activity for 
everyone! Learn how you can prepare your child for school. Children learn social 
and language skills when you are reading books. You can be your child’s most 
important teacher.  
 
Persons living in Carroll, Greene, Guthrie or Audubon counties are encouraged to 
contact their local ISU Extension office for more information.   

 


