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NPPS was established in 1995 
with a grant from the Center for 
Disease Control and Injury 
Prevention. Its mission is to 
make Americans playgrounds 
S.A.F.E. The mission is carried 
out through education which 
includes safety schools, 
workshops, printed materials, 
research, assessments, 
surfacing and age appropriate 
design.  Technical assistance is 
provided through a hot line, web 
and consultations.   
 
Locally in the past five years we 
have seen a demand for 
information regarding playground 
development and safety. Seeking 
to fill the need of the child care 
providers, centers and 
preschools in our area 
Partnerships 4 Families 
supported the local Child Care 

Project, housed at the Family 
Resource Center, in sending 
Trisha Christensen to the 
NPPS Safety School.  
Christensen is now certified to 
conduct workshops, 
educational sessions and 
provide on site consultation 
regarding the NPPS guidelines.  

Currently Christensen is taking 
appointments with providers, 
directors, teachers or 
administrators to share 
information and provide 
guidance regarding playground 
safety.  Christensen can be 
contacted at 712-792-6440 or 
tchristensen@carrollfrc.org  

This service is available in 
Audubon, Carroll, Greene and 
Guthrie Counties. 
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Partnerships 4 Families is 
offering on going support 
for Teaching Strategies 
GOLD Assessment through 
out the school year.  Corey 
Sebetka is offering a 
monthly support meeting 
and on site consultation to 
programs using the 
assessment system.    

The monthly support 
meetings are held the 
fourth Monday of the 
month from 6-8 PM at 
New Opportunities in 
Carroll.  Registration is 
recommended by emailing 
Sebetka at 
corey.sebetka@yahoo.co
m.  For on site 

consultation contact 
Sebetka at the same 
email address.   
 
This opportunity is 
funded by ECI Preschool 
Support Funding and is 
open to any preschool or 
child care center in our 
area utilizing the 
assessment system.   
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Happiness 
depends upon 
ourselves. 
�

��Aristotle�
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A recent research report by the 
Urban Institute, “Understanding 
Quality in Context: Child Care 
Centers, Communities, Markets, 
and Public Policy,” recommends 
that policy makers “focus more on 
directors’ leadership skills and 
belief systems when shaping 
efforts to support quality.”  The 
report concluded…. 

“The ability of child care center 
directors to produce good care is 
shaped by different contextual 

#���"�
����
����*����#�)���

����+�������(�
�"��������,-.�,/0/����

factors ranging from a director’s 
leadership style, management 
skills, and belief system to 
parent demand, labor supply, 
public funding and standards, 
and access to resources.  While 
the confluence of external 
factors can make it extremely 
challenging for directors facing 
multiple obstacles, a wide range 
of strategies might be 
considered as policymakers 
seek to support higher quality 
programming.  To improve the 

quality of the largest number of 
programs, it is important that 
initiatives take a 
comprehensive — and a 
flexible and individualized — 
approach.  The directors with 
whom we spoke were clearly 
all committed to doing their 
best to support children and 
families.  Initiatives to support 
early care and education can 
build on this fundamental 
strength.” 
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our children fare is critical to 
Iowa’s vitality and economic 
future. Voters need to know 
how candidates for office 
will address critical child 
policy issues.” 

Available on the site are the 
responses from Gov. Chet 
Culver and former Gov. 
Terry Branstad to a survey 
developed by 22 Iowa 
organizations to document 
candidates’ positions on 
children’s issues. The 
survey covers preschool 
and K-12 education, 
childhood poverty, child 
safety, support for infants 
and toddlers, after-school 
programs, and children’s 

On Wednesday, September 
1, 2010, Every Child Counts, 
the advocacy arm for the 
Child and Family Policy 
Center, launched 
itsaboutourkids.org to 
encourage Iowa voters to 
raise the visibility of 
children’s issues in the 2010 
campaign. 

“Two-thirds of the Iowa 
budget is directed to 
ensuring the health, safety, 
education and security of 
Iowa children and youth, but 
children’s issues receive 
nowhere near that level of 
attention during elections,” 
said Sheila Hansen, Director 
of Every Child Counts. “How 

health and mental health. 

The website also includes 
responses from U.S. Senate 
candidates Chuck Grassley 
and Roxanne Conlin to a 
similar set of questions. 

“We are grateful to the 
candidates for responding to 
the survey and providing 
their thoughtful comments,” 
said Charles Bruner, 
Director of the Child and 
Family Policy Center. “It 
shows their commitment to 
and understanding of 
children’s issues as a critical 
role of state government.” 
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Every Child Counts is once again providing child advocates with an opportunity 
to receive free training and materials to strengthen advocacy efforts.  The 
trainings will be offered regionally, in five communities across Iowa during the 
first week of October.  The schedule is as follows: 
  
Davenport – October 4th 
Cedar Rapids – October 5th 
Mason City – October 6th 
Sioux City – October 7th 
Des Moines – October 8th 
  
Please visit the Every Child Counts website to view the details of this training 
and to register:  http://www.everychildcountsiowa.org/ 
 


