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On July 1, 2010 Community 
Empowerment will be no longer 
and Early Childhood Iowa will 
take its place.  This transition 
will enhance the early 
childhood system in Iowa as 
the funding of empowerment 
combines with stakeholders 
group of the former Early 
Childhood Iowa.   

There will not be drastic 
changes overnight.  A 
marketing group will be 
workings with the Office of 
Early Childhood Coordination 
to assess what changes need 
to be made and if a different 
logo should be adopted.  Local 
areas will begin the change 
over at any time from being an 
empowerment area to an Early 
Childhood Iowa Area.   

Over the next year single 
county Early Childhood Iowa 
Areas will be visiting with their 
neighboring counties to begin a 
merger process.  P4F will not 
be going through this process 
since we already have four 
counties.  Currently Adair, 
Boone and Dallas are the only 
counties that boarder us that 
will be affected by this change. 
All other counties that board 
our area are already multi 
county areas.   

In September the Partnerships 
4 Families Board will discuss if 
they will drop P4F and just use 
Early Childhood Iowa.     

In the words of a sixteen year 
old, “Early Childhood Iowa sure 
tells me a lot better who you 
work with.”   
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It is that time of year!!  
Time to find a child and 
head outdoors to play!!   
Maybe you have a child of 
your own, a grandchild or 
just a neighbor child.  Make 
a commitment to yourself 
this month to do some fun 
activities out doors with 
them.  Following is a list of 
ideas:  a nature walk, play 

at a park, blow bubbles, 
sidewalk chalk, toss a 
ball around, collect a bag 
of odd and ends around 
the house and make 
something out of them, 
read a book under a 
shade tree, collect fire 
flies, go to the library, 
discover a new craft, go 
fishing, play in a sand 

box, go looking for tad 
poles, find a caterpillar 
and watch its life cycle,  
go on a bike ride, make 
popsicles from juice, 
play tag, find more 
children and play Red 
Rover.  The list is 
endless.  Accept the 
challenge and go find a 
child to play with.   
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Senate File 2088 gave 
direction to the Early 
Childhood Iowa State Board 
to adopt common 
performance measures and 
date reporting requirements, 
applicable statewide, for 
services, programs and 
activities provided by area 
boards.  The data will be 
available to the public.   
 
To address this legislation a 
work group was formed and 
developed performance 
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measures that any funded 
ECI program will have to 
measure.  There is a list 
of options available that 
local areas directors and 
boards will select from to 
best fit the programs they 
fund.   
In FY09 family support 
programs began this 
process and from that 
identical information from 
each program was 
collected allowing for a 
combined report.  In FY11 

this same type of format 
will be available for any 
program funded with ECI 
dollars.   
Currently P4F programs 
are selecting the 
appropriate performance 
measures for their 
program, collection for the 
performance measurers 
will being in July.   
 
For more information 
contact Cindy Duhrkopf, 
Area Director.   
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Child Care Project going 
from two people to one.   
The program will also be 
changing its focus to 
administrative support to 
child care centers and 
play areas.  Trisha 
Christensen will remain 
with the project and use 
her prior experience as a 
center director to 
increase the quality of 
the care at the centers in 
our area.   
 
We hope that Connie will 
be able to continue to 
use her skills with in our 
area.  When one of our 
child care provider found 
out about the change 

Budget cuts bring with 
them program cuts 
which can lead to 
personnel cuts.  The 
most unfortunate cut of 
all is the personnel cut.  
Partnerships 4 Families 
will be losing a 
dedicated early 
childhood advocate as 
we say good bye to 
Connie Riesselman 
from the Child Care 
Project.  Due to drastic 
cuts in the categories 
that fund the Child Care 
Project the P4F Board 
had to look at the 
current program and 
with regret had to make 
a cut that led to the 

she wrote:   
 
“You have been a 
blessing to me over 
the past seven years.  
You have always been 
there for me and I 
would not be where I 
am as a provider with 
out you.”   
 
Connie, from the P4F 
Board, coordinator, 
area providers and all 
early childhood 
advocates in our area.  
  
   THANK YOU!!!! 
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