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Today we know more than ever 
before about the importance of 
children's earliest years in 
shaping their learning and 
development. Yet, never before 
have the needs of young children 
and their families been more 
pressing. 

The Week of the Young Child is 
a time to recognize that 
children's opportunities are our 
responsibilities, and to recommit 
ourselves to ensuring that each 
and every child experiences the 
type of early environment--at 
home, at child care, at school, 
and in the community--that will 
promote their early learning. 

The Week of the Young Child is 
an annual celebration sponsored 
by the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC), the world's largest 
early childhood education 
association, with nearly 90,000 
members and a network of over 
300 local, state, and regional 
Affiliates. 

The purpose of the Week of the 
Young Child is to focus public 
attention on the needs of young 
children and their families and to 
recognize the early childhood 
programs and services that meet 
those needs. 
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Attached to this month’s 
newsletter is a flyer for 
the 6th Annual Toddler 
Fest in Greene County.  
The Toddler Fest is put 
on by the Greene County 
Libraries with community 
support from the Greene 
County Board of 
Supervisors and many 

volunteers.  From 10 AM 
to Noon on April 30th the 
Greene County 
Recreation Center is 
taken over by children 2-
5 and their caregivers.  
Activities that are age 
appropriate circle the 
gym including tumbling, 
blocks, books and more.  

The circle ends with 
a book and a donut 
hole from Bunkers 
Dunkers.   
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Have you ever had to use 
your fingers to figure out the 
age of a four year old?  If so 
there are tools to make it 
easy.  Matter of fact there is 
probably an app for that!   
 
The one that was 
recommended to 
Partnerships 4 Families to 
use when figuring out the 
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 age of a preschooler is on 

the Cornell University 
website at:   
http://www-
users.med.cornell.edu/~spo
n/picu/calc/agecalc.htm 
 
If you want to figure out the 
age of a child today or on 
September 16th you can 
utilize this calculator and 

save the work out for your 
figures and toes.  
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The P4F Board next 
meeting is April 15, 
2011 beginning at 

10:30 AM.  
 

 All meetings are 
open to the public 

and held at the Coon 
Rapids Municipal 

Building. 
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New Opportunities has 
classroom in all four of 
the Partnerships 4 
Families counties.  
Persons living in 
Audubon or Carroll 
County should contact 
Megan Fineran at 712-
830-9442.  In Greene and 
Guthrie County contact 
Shawne Wittrock at 712-
830-6990.   
 
On average there are 100 
slots in Audubon, Carroll, 
Greene and Guthrie 
Counties that serve Head 
Start children and their 

As we wait for the Iowa 
Legislature and Governor 
to come to a consensus 
on how to provide funding 
to preschool age children 
in our state, keep in mind 
that Head Start is 
continuing to recruit 
children for the fall.   
 
Families with children who 
will be three or four by 
September 15th of this 
year and the families 
income is 100% of the 
Federal Poverty Level are 
encouraged to apply.  

families each year.  New 
Opportunities also 
serves children in Sac, 
Calhoun and Dallas 
counties.   
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During Prevent Child Abuse Month 
Be a good neighbor. 

Reach out to families and children in your community. 
Help families under stress. 
If a family you know seems to be in crisis or under stress, offer 
to help. 
For example, you could: 
��Offer to baby-sit 
��Help with chores and errands 
��Suggest resources in the community that can help the 
family. 
 
Be kind to children. 
Get to know the children in your neighborhood. Be kind and 
supportive to any child—especially if his or her family is under 
stress. 
When neighbors can rely on each other, everyone benefits. 


